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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Sir: 

In response to the March 8, 2005 Restriction Requirement, Applicant makes a 
provisional election of Group I (Claims 1-34 and 45-47) with traverse. Under 35 
U.S.C. § 121, the Examiner must make a showing that the claimed inventions are 
both independent and distinct. The method of forming a sealed tubular joint of 
Group II (Claims 35-44) would appear to involve an overlapping field of search 
with the tubular joint structure of Group I and, therefore, the claims in the two 
Groups would not appear to be both independent and distinct. 

For the foregoing reasons, the restriction requirement should be withdrawn, 
and a first action on the merits of all Claims 1-47 be conducted. Applicants' 
undersigned attorney may be reached in our Washington, D.C office by telephone 




Examiner: E.E. Peavey 
Group Art Unit: 3676 



March 31, 2004 
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at (202) 530-1010. All correspondence should continue to be directed to our address 
given below. 

Applicants' undersigned attorney may be reached in our Washington, D.C. 
office by telephone at (202) 530-1010. All correspondence should continue to be 
directed to our address given below. 



FITZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SCINTO 

Customer No.: 05514 

30 Rockefeller Plaza 

New York, New York 10112-3801 

Facsimile: (212) 218-2200 



Respectfully submitted, 
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